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6 killed
in hospital bombing by Sudan’s Rapid Support Forces 
in El-Obeid as doctors fight cholera in the capital

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny
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Trump says China totally 
violated tariff agreement
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump signaled 
renewed trade tensions with China on 
Friday, arguing that Beijing had “vio-
lated” a deal to de-escalate tariffs, at a 
time when both sides appeared dead-
locked in negotiations.

Trump’s post on his Truth Social 
platform came hours after US Treas-
ury Secretary Scott Bessent said that 
trade talks with China were “a bit 
stalled,” in an interview with broad-
caster Fox News.

The world’s two biggest 
economies had agreed 
this month to temporarily 
lower staggeringly high 
tariffs they had imposed 
on each other, in a pause 
to last 90 days, after talks 
between top officials in 
Geneva.

But on Friday, Trump 
wrote that: “China, per-
haps not surprisingly to 
some, has totally violated 
its agreement with US,” 
without providing further 
details.

Asked about the post on CNBC, US 
Trade Representative Jamieson 
Greer took aim at Beijing for contin-
uing to “slow down and choke off  
things like critical minerals.” He 
added that the United States’ trade 
deficit with China “continues to be 
enormous,” and that Washington 
was not seeing major shifts in Bei-
jing’s behavior.

On Thursday, Bessent had suggest-
ed that Trump and his Chinese coun-

terpart Xi Jinping could get involved 
in the situation.

He said there could be a call be-
tween both leaders eventually. Since 
Trump returned to the presidency in 
January, he has imposed sweeping 
tariffs on most US trading partners, 
with especially high rates on imports 
from China.

New tit-for-tat levies from both 
sides reached three digits before the 
de-escalation earlier this month, 
where Washington agreed to tempo-

rarily reduce its addition-
al tariffs on Chinese im-
ports from 145% to 30%.

China, meanwhile, low-
ered its added duties from 
125 percent to 10 percent.

The US tariff  level re-
mains higher as it also in-
cludes a 20 percent levy 
that the Trump adminis-
tration recently imposed 
on Chinese goods over the 

country’s alleged role in 
the illicit drug trade -- an 
issue that Beijing has 
pushed back against.

The high tariff  levels, while they 
were still in place, forced much trade 
between both countries to grind to a 
halt, as businesses paused shipments 
to try and wait for both governments 
to reach an agreement to lower the 
levies.  Trump’s tariff  plans are also 
facing legal challenges.

A trade court ruled this week that 
the president overstepped his au-
thority in tapping emergency eco-
nomic powers to justify sweeping 
tariffs.  AFP

Donald Trump speaks 
during a swearing in 
ceremony for US Attorney 
for Washington |  AFP

Ukraine open to talks, 
seeks clarity from Russia
KYIV

UKRAINE is ready to resume direct peace talks with Rus-
sia in Istanbul on Monday, a top adviser to President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said, following days of  uncertainty over 
whether Kyiv would attend a further meeting proposed by 
Moscow.But Ukrainian officials have insisted that the 
Kremlin provide a promised memorandum setting out its 
position on ending the more than three-year war, before 
the two delegations sit down to negotiate.

“Ukraine is ready to attend the next meeting, but we 
want to engage in a constructive discussion,” Andrii Yer-
mak said in a statement on the website of  Ukraine’s Presi-
dential Office late Thursday.

“This means it is important to receive Russia’s draft. 
There is enough time – four days are sufficient for prepar-
ing and sending the documents,” Yermak said. Ukraine 
and its European allies have repeatedly accused the Krem-
lin of  dragging its feet in peace efforts, while it tries to 
press its bigger army’s battlefield initiative and capture 
more Ukrainian land.

Kyiv’s Western partners, including the US, are urging 
Moscow to agree to an unconditional ceasefire, something 
Kyiv has embraced while the Kremlin has held out for 
terms more to its liking.

Ukraine’s top diplomat, Andrii Sybiha, also told report-
ers on Friday that Kyiv is waiting for Russia to clarify its 
proposals ahead of  a next round of  talks. “We want to end 
this war this year. We are interested in establishing a cease-
fire, whether it is for 30 days, 50 days, or 100 days. Ukraine 
is open to discussing this directly with Russia,” Sybiha 
said at a joint news conference in Kyiv with his Turkish 
counterpart, Hakan Fidan. Sybiha and Fidan also held the 
door open to a future meeting between Presidents Zelen-
skyy and Vladimir Putin of  Russia, possibly also including 
US President Donald Trump.  AP

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN on Friday an-
nounced to upgrade its diplo-
matic ties with Afghanistan 
and appoint an ambassador to 
the country, a major indicator 
of  improvement in ties between 
the two neighbours. 

 Pakistan had tacitly ap-
plauded the capture of  Kabul 
by Taliban in 2021 with the 
hope that the regime would ad-
dress its security concerns but 
it proved otherwise and cross 
border attacks by the Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) mili-
tants increased manifolds.

The ties plummeted as a re-
sult and Islamabad began ac-
cusing Kabul of  providing sanc-
tuaries to the TTP rebels while 
demanding action against 
them. The breakthrough in ties 
came through the trilateral 
mechanism of  talks involving 
Afghanistan, China and Paki-
stan when the foreign ministers 
of  the three nations met this 
month in Beijing.  It is believed 
that China played a key role in 
sorting out differences between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Deputy PM and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar made the formal 
announcement, saying that the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan relations 
are on a positive trajectory after 
his visit to Kabul. PTI

Pak to appoint 
ambassador, 
upgrade ties 
with Afghanistan
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á± ] ô o. GÓ j Õ d Lô h PôL úSRô´ 
ÑTô x N k § W ú Tô v T t ±V × j R L jûR 
ùY° « h P û R d Ï± l © h Pô o.

T p ú Yß ùUô¯ L û [ f úN o kR 
L® O o L [ô]  W] ô ́  j Rô v (Y e Lô 
[ m), UôUô e Pô n (B e ¡ X m), §Ä l 
_ ôú Y¬ (Ï_  Wô j§), AÚ i LU p 
(¶ k§), Uú L x L o d (¶ k§), `ô@© 
`ô d (Lô x Á¬), RU V k§ ùT xWô 
(N k Rô#), W® Ñ l © W U ¦ V u (Rª r) 
B¡ ú Vô o "CR V j § # Ú kÕ úSWôL" 
G u\  ¨L r f £ « p T e ú L tß L®ûR 
Yô£ j R ]  o.

Ï¥ V W Ñ j Rû X Y o Ø oØ

"BÙ R Uô d L l T Ó m R i ½ o'

E.©. « p ì.47,600 ú Lô¥ § hP e L s: 
©W R U o úUô¥ ùRôP e ¡ û Y j Rô o

£©I SP Y ¥ dûL
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