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Trudeau slaps 100% 
tariff on Chinese EVs
Ottawa: CANADIAN Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
announced on Monday 100% 
tariffs on Chinese electric car 
imports, matching US measures 
seeking to fend off a flood of 
Chinese state-subsidised cars  
into North America. Accusing 
China – one of the world’s  
largest exporters of electric 
vehicles (EVs) – of “not playing 
by the same rules as other 
countries” in areas such as 
environmental and labour 
standards, he also unveiled a 25% 
surtax on imports of steel  
and aluminum products from 
China. � AFP

E X P R E S S  R E A D

10 soldiers among 49 killed in Pak attacks
Quetta

SEPARATIST militants killed 
at least 39 people in “coordinat-
ed” attacks in southwestern Pa-
kistan on Monday that largely 
targeted ethnic Punjabis, gov-
ernment officials said. 

Pakistan’s military said 10 
soldiers were also killed, al-
though did not make clear if  
they died in the original attacks 
or subsequent clearance opera-
tions. Government officials re-
ported deadly attacks in multi-
ple districts targeting civilians 
in impoverished Balochistan, 
where security forces are bat-
tling sectarian, ethnic and sep-
aratist violence.

The Baloch Liberation Army 
(BLA), the most active militant 
separatist group in the prov-
ince, claimed responsibility for 
an overnight operation in a 
statement. 

Dozens of  militants stopped 

vehicles travelling on a high-
way through Balochistan prov-
ince and shot 23 people dead in 
one of  the attacks, one of  the 
worst shootings in the region 
in the past several years.

“We have confirmed 39 peo-
ple killed in several coordinat-
ed attacks carried out by the 
BLA terrorists,” Shahid Rind, 

a spokesman for the Balo-
chistan provincial government. 
In Musakhail district, between 
30 and 40 gunmen stopped 22 
buses, vans and trucks one af-
ter the other on a highway con-
necting Punjab with Balo-
chistan,  senior  o f f ic ia l 
Najibullah Kakar said.

“Vehicles travelling to and 

from Punjab were inspected, 
and individuals from Punjab 
were identified and shot,” he 
said. The BLA said in its state-
ment it had launched an opera-
tion “on highways across Balo-
chistan”, claiming to have 
targeted only security person-
nel. An earlier statement from 
the group published on Mon-
day just after midnight warned 
the Baloch public to stay away 
from the highways, adding that 
their “fight is against the occu-
pying Pakistani military”.

Militants also blew up a rail-
way bridge in nearby Bolan dis-
trict on a track that connects 
the province to Punjab and 
Sindh, with six dead bodies 
found nearby, said Javed Balo-
ch, a senior government offi-
cial in the district. 

Ten people were also killed in 
Kalat district, including four 
paramilitary officers and one 
policeman. � AFP

Security personnel stand near the 
charred vehicles on the national 
highway in Balochistan on Monday |  afp

Gaza attack continues,  
Israel says scores of  
militants eliminated
Gaza

ISRAEL’s military struck the Gaza Strip on Monday 
a day after truce talks in Cairo coincided with a 
major but brief  cross-border escalation involving 
Iran-backed Hezbollah in Lebanon. Witnesses re-
ported air strikes and shelling in Gaza City and 
other parts of  the besieged Palestinian territory 
overnight and Israel’s military said it had struck 
militants in the south. Medics said an air strike on 
a Gaza City house killed at least five people.

“There are still martyrs and body parts under the 
rubble,” ambulance driver Hussein Muhaysen said. 
An Israeli military statement said troops had “elim-
inated” dozens of  militants over the past day in the 
southern areas of  Khan Younis and Rafah, and near 

Deir al-Balah in 
central Gaza. The 
Gaza war has 
drawn in Tehran-
aligned ar med 
groups across the 
Middle East, re-
peatedly height-
ening fears of  a 
broader regional 
conflagration. In 
the latest flare-up 
between Israel 
and Hamas-ally 
Hezbollah, the 
Lebanese group 
o n  S u n d a y 
launched rockets 
and drones in re-
taliation for a top 
commander’s kill-

ing as Israel car-
ried out air raids 

the military said 
thwarted a larger 
attack.

Israel swiftly 
revoked a state of  
emergency de-
clared early on 
Sunday, and Hez-
bollah said its op-
e r a t i o n  w a s 
“completed”.

Intense diplo-
macy has sought 
to head of f  a 
broader retalia-
tion for the late 
July killings of  
senior Hezbollah 
commander Fuad 
Shukr in an Is-
raeli strike on 
Beirut, and of  
Hamas political 
leader  Ismail 
Haniyeh in Te-
hran. Mediators 
held meetings in 
the Egyptian cap-
ital on Sunday 

but reported no breakthrough in months of  pro-
tracted negotiations to end the Gaza war as the 
fighting raged on. A key sticking point has been Is-
rael’s insistence that it keep control of  several stra-
tegic areas along the Gaza-Egypt border, to stop Ha-
mas from re-arming. 

israel-gaza: Day 325
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Palestinians evacuate patients from 
the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Gaza 
following renewed Israeli  evacuation 
orders for the area on Monday |  afp

dhaka

THE Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) led by former 
prime minister Khalida Zia on 
Monday voiced its frustration 
over the lack of  a “roadmap” 
for the country’s transition to 
democracy in Chief  Adviser 
Mohammad Yunus’ address to 
the nation. 

Yunus, who assumed charge 
as the Chief  Advisor of  the in-
terim government on August 8 
after the fall of  the Sheikh 
Hasina-led regime on August 5, 
assured the nation on Sunday 
that his government will hold 
free, fair and inclusive elec-
tions in the country after un-
dertaking reforms in various 
sectors. “After completion of  
required reforms in adminis-
tration, judiciary, election com-
mission and electoral system, 
law and order and information 
flow systems – a free, fair and 
inclusive election will be held 
to give the student-people mass 
protests a successful conse-
quence,” Yunus said.

The 84-year-old Nobel laure-
ate said the timing of  the elec-
tion is a political decision and 
people will decide how long this 
interim government will re-
main in power.

Reacting to the address by 
Yunus, BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
said he hoped that the interim 
government would soon engage 
in talks with political parties to 
decide on the national election 
and state reforms.

“We’re still in a state of  con-
fusion as things remain un-
clear. We had anticipated that 
the adviser would present a 
roadmap. But we didn’t find 
that roadmap in his speech,” 
the senior BNP leader said.

He said Yunus, in his speech, 
indicated some reforms, but 
these cannot be implemented 
in a short timeframe. The BNP 
held a meeting with alliance 
partners on Sunday. 

BNP criticises 
Yunus, says no 
clear timeline 
set for election

Md Yunus

kyiv

RUSSIA battered much of  
Ukraine on Monday, firing 
scores of  missiles and drones 
that killed four people, injured 
more than a dozen and dam-
aged energy facilities in attacks 
that President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy described as “vile.”

The barrage of  over 100 mis-
siles and a similar number of  
drones began around midnight 
and continued through day-
break in what appeared to be 
Russia’s biggest onslaught in 
weeks. Ukraine’s air force said 
swarms of  Russian drones fired 
at eastern, northern, southern, 
and central regions were fol-
lowed by volleys of  cruise and 
ballistic missiles.

“Like most previous Russian 

strikes, this one was just as 
vile, targeting critical civilian 
infrastructure,” Zelenskyy 
said, adding that most of  the 
country was targeted — from 
the Kharkiv region and Kyiv to 
Odesa and the west.

Explosions were heard in the 
capital of  Kyiv. Power and wa-
ter supplies in the city were dis-
rupted by the attack, Mayor Vi-
tali Klitschko said.

Prime Minister Denys Shmy-
hal said Russia fired drones, 
cruise missiles and hypersonic 
ballistic Kinzhal missiles at 15 
Ukrainian regions — more 
than half  the country.

“The energy infrastructure 
has once again become the tar-
get of  Russian terrorists,” 
Shmyhal said, adding that the 
state-owned power grid opera-

tor, Ukrenergo, has been forced 
to implement emergency power 
cuts to stabilize the system.

He urged Ukraine’s allies to 
provide it with long-range 
weapons and permission to use 
them on targets inside Russia.

“In order to stop the barbaric 
shelling of  Ukrainian cities, it 
is necessary to destroy the 
place from which the Russian 
missiles are launched,” Shmy-
hal said. “We count on the sup-
port of  our allies and will defi-
nitely make Russia pay.”

The Russian Defense Minis-
try said the attacks used “long-
range precision air- and sea-
based weapons and strike 
drones against critical energy 
infrastructure facilities that 
support Ukraine’s military-in-
dustrial complex. � AP

Big Russian missile, drone 
swarm pummels Ukraine
More than 100 missiles and an equal number of drones deployed

A tractor clears the rubble after a Russian strike on the Sapphire hotel in 
Kramatorsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine |  ap

Poland claims airspace 
violation by a drone
Warsaw: Poland’s army said on 
Monday the NATO country’s 
airspace was violated, probably 
by a drone, after deadly Russian 
strikes battered Ukraine. During 
the attacks, the Polish airspace 
was violated by an object entering 
from Ukraine, Poland’s army 
general said. “We are probably 
dealing with the entry of an 
object on Polish territory. The 
object was confirmed by at least 
three radiolocation stations,” 
Operational Commander of the 
Armed Forces General Maciej Klisz 
told reporters. The army said it 
was conducting searches for what 
was the object
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paris

FRANCE held the Russian-
born founder of  Telegram Pav-
el Durov in custody for a sec-
ond day of  questioning on 
Monday over alleged offences 
related to the popular but con-
troversial messaging app, 
which insisted he had “nothing 
to hide”. His arrest after flying 
into the Le Bourget airport out-
side Paris late Saturday is the 
latest extraordinary twist in 
the career of  one of  the world’s 
most influential tech icons. 

The detention of  Durov, 39, 
was extended beyond Sunday 
night by the investigating mag-
istrate who is handling the 

case, according to a source 
close to the investigation. The 
initial period of  detention for 
questioning can last up to a 
maximum of  96 hours.

When this phase of  
detention ends, the 
judge can then decide 
to free Durov – whose 
fortune is estimated by 
Forbes magazine at 
$15.5 billion – or press 
charges and remand 
him in custody.

Russia has accused 
France of  “refusing to 
cooperate” while Elon Musk 
rushed to Durov’s defence and 
called for his release. Durov 
holds a French passport in ad-

dition to other nationalities. 
France’s OFMIN, an office 

tasked with preventing vio-
lence against minors, had is-

sued an arrest war-
rant for Durov in a 
investigation into 
alleged offences in-
cluding fraud, drug 
trafficking, cyber-
bullying, organised 
crime and promo-
tion of  terrorism, 
another source said. 
Durov is accused of  
failing to take action 

to curb the criminal use of  his 
platform. President Emmanuel 
Macron denied any political 
link to the arrest. � AFP

Founder has nothing to hide: Telegram

Pavel Durov
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